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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KHARTOUM 1021 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EINV, SU 

SUB J : NEW TENNECO AGRICULTURAL PROJECT ANNOUNCED 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1 . MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS ANNOUNCED ON MARCH 8 
THAT 250,000 FEDDANS (ONE FEDDAN EQUALS 1.038 ACRES) HAD BREN 
ALLOCATED TO TENNECO FOR DEVELOPMENT OF RAIN FED FARMING IN 
BLUE NILE PROVINCE. THIS IS IN ADDITION TO TENNECO'S 
INTEREST IN LARGE PUMP SCHEMES IN NORTHERN SUDAN AT AL- 
SALEIM AND DONGOLA. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: 

2. AS PREFEASABILITY STUDIES WERE PREPARED FOR TENNECO'S 
LARGE NORTHERN SUDAN PUMP SCHEMES, IT BECAME INCREASINGLY 
CLEAR THAT SOIL CONDITIONS WERE NOT SUITABLE FOR LARGE SCALE 
DEVELOPMENT. ALSO, IT APPEARED THAT FINANCING 
DIFFICULTIES WOULD BE ENCOUNTERED FOR BOTH PROJECT AND 
ASSOCIATED INFRESTRUCTURE. 

3. THERE ARE NUMBER OF IMMEDIATE ADVANTAGES TO NEW PROJECT 
TENNECO IS NOW CONSIDERING. CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF RAIN FED AREAS ARE ONLY ABOUT 10 PERCENT OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THOSE REQUIRED FOR IRRIGATION. SOIL CONDITIONS IN BLUE 

NILE PROVINCE ARE MUCH BETTER AND INFRASTRUCTURE, PARTICULARLY 

IN TRANSPORTATION, IS MUCH MORE HIGHLY 

DEVELOPED. ALSO, IN THE SAME AREA THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER 
PROJECTS OF SIMILAR SIZE AND SCOPE. DETAILED FEASABILITY 
STUDIES ON ONE OF THESE SIMILAR PROJECTS, THE DAMAZIN 
AGRICULTURAL AND LIVESTOCK COMPANY, WERE ENCOURAGING 
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AND PRIVATELY FINANCED WORK ON THAT PROJECT HAS STARTED. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE TENNECO'S NEW PROJECT HAS MUCH 
GREATER CHANCE OF BEING IMPLEMENTED THAN THEIR EARLIER 
PUMP SCHEME. TENNECO HAS SHOWN SUBSTANTIAL INTEREST IN 
SUDAN’S AGRICULTURE AS DEMONSTRATED BY PUBLICITY THEY 
ISSUED IN MARCH 1977 ABOUT THEIR DONGALA PROJECT 
AND BY THEIR CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ASSUMING 
CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE AMERICAN SIDE OF THE SUDAN-U.S. 

BUSINESS COUNCIL. BECAUSE OF PREVIOUS PUBLICITY GIVEN 
TO THE SCHEME AND THE IMPORTANCE PRESIDENT NIMEIRI ATTACHES 
TO DEVELOPMENT OF THIS RELATIVELY ECONOMICALLY NEGLECTED 
AREA (HIS FAMILY IS FROM DONGOLA), WE WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRISED TO SEE TENNECO PROCEED WITH A VERY SMALL SYMBOLIC 
AGRICULTURAL PROJECT IN DONGOLA AREA. AT THIS POINT, 

TENNACO PROBABLY DOES NOT DESIRE PUBLICITY ABOUT THEIR 
NEW PROJECT BECAUSE INVESTIGATION AND STUDIES HAVE ONLY 
RECENTLY BEEN STARTED. HOWEVER. SUDANESE INTEREST WILL BE 
FOR MAXIMUM PUBLICITY. 

BERGUS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: IRRIGATION, AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KHART001021 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780105-1151 
Format: TEL 
From: KHARTOUM 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780394/aaaadbfy.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 81cb97cb-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3407074 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW TENNECO AGRICULTURAL PROJECT ANNOUNCED BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 
TAGS: EAGR, EINV, SU, TENNECO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/81cb97cb-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



